
Summer School Middle School Course Descriptions

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 6 A/B
This course eases students’ transition to middle school with engaging, age-appropriate literary and 
informational reading selections. Students learn to read critically, analyze texts, and cite evidence to 
support ideas as they read essential parts of literary and informational texts and explore a full unit on 
Lewis Carroll’s classic novel Through the Looking Glass. Vocabulary, grammar, and listening skills are 
sharpened through lessons that give students explicit modeling and ample practice. Students also 
engage in routine, responsive writing based on texts they have read. In extensive, process-based 
writing lessons, students write topical essays in narrative, informative, analytical, and argumentative 
formats. In this full-year course, students develop a mastery of reading, writing, and language arts 
skills. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 7 A/B
Students grow as readers, writers, and thinkers in this middle school course. With engaging literary and 
informational texts, students learn to think critically, analyze an author’s language, and cite evidence to 
support ideas. Students complete an in-depth study of Jack London’s classic novel White Fang and 
read excerpts from other stories, poetry, and nonfiction. Explicit modeling and ample opportunities for 
practice help students sharpen their vocabulary, grammar, and listening skills. Students also respond 
routinely to texts they have read. In extensive, process based writing lessons, students write topical 
essays in narrative, informative, analytical, and argumentative formats. In this full year course, students 
develop a mastery of reading, writing, and language arts skills. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 8 A/B
In this course, students build on their knowledge and blossom as thoughtful readers and clear, effective 
writers. A balance of literary and informational texts engage students throughout the course in reading 
critically, analyzing texts, and citing evidence to support claims. Students sharpen their vocabulary, 
grammar, and listening skills through lessons designed to provide explicit modeling and ample 
opportunities to practice. Students also routinely write responses to texts they have read, and use more 
extensive, process-based lessons to produce full-length essays in narrative, informative, analytical, and 
argumentative formats. In this full year course, students develop a mastery of reading, writing, and 
language arts skills

MATHEMATICS 6 A/B
This course begins by connecting ratio and rate to multiplication and division, allowing students to use 
ratio reasoning to solve a wide variety of problems. Students further apply their understanding of 
multiplication and division to explain the standard procedure for dividing fractions. This course builds 
upon previous notions of the number system to now include the entire set of rational numbers. Students 
begin to understand the use of variables as they write, evaluate, and simplify expressions. They use the 
idea of equality and properties of operations to solve one-step equations and inequalities. In statistics, 
students explore different graphical ways to display data. They use data displays, measures of center, 
and measures of variability to summarize data sets. The course concludes with students reasoning 
about relationships among shapes to determine area, surface area, and volume.

MATHEMATICS 7 A/B
This course begins with an in-depth study of proportional reasoning during which students utilize 
concrete models such as bar diagrams and tables to increase and develop conceptual understanding of 
rates, ratios, proportions, and percentages. Students’ number fluency and understanding of the rational 
number system are extended as they perform operations with signed rational numbers embedded in 
real-world contexts. In statistics, students develop meanings for representative samples, measures of 
central tendency, variation, and the ideal representation for comparisons of given data sets. Students 
develop an understanding of both theoretical and experimental probability. Throughout the course, 



students build fluency in writing expressions and equations that model real-world scenarios. They apply 
their understanding of inverse operations to solve multi-step equations and inequalities. Students build 
on their proportional reasoning to solve problems about scale drawings by relating the corresponding 
lengths between objects. The course concludes with a geometric analysis of angle relationships, area, 
and volume of both two- and three-dimensional figures.

MATHEMATICS 8 A/B
The course begins with a unit on input-output relationships that builds a foundation for learning about 
functions. Students make connections between verbal, numeric, algebraic, and graphical 
representations of relations and apply this knowledge to create linear functions that can be used to 
model and solve mathematical and real-world problems. Technology is used to build deeper 
connections among representations. Students focus on formulating expressions and equations, 
including modeling an association in bivariate data with a linear equation, and writing and solving linear 
equations and systems of linear equations. Students develop a deeper understanding of how 
translations, rotations, reflections, and dilations of distances and angles affect congruency and 
similarity. Students develop rules of exponents and use them to simplify exponential expressions. 
Students extend rules of exponents as they perform operations with numbers in scientific notation. 
Estimating and comparing square roots of non-perfect squares to perfect squares exposes students to 
irrational numbers and lays the foundation for applications such as the Pythagorean theorem, distance, 
and volume.

PRE-ALGEBRA A/B
This full-year course is designed for students who have completed a middle school mathematics 
sequence but are not yet algebra ready. This course reviews key algebra readiness skills from the 
middle grades and introduces basic Algebra I work with appropriate support. Students revisit concepts 
in numbers and operations, expressions and equations, ratios and proportions, and basic functions. By 
the end of the course, students are ready to begin a more formal high school Algebra I study.

ALGEBRA I A/B
This full-year course focuses on five critical areas: relationships between quantities and reasoning with 
equations, linear and exponential relationships, descriptive statistics, expressions and equations, and 
quadratic functions and modeling. This course builds on the foundation set in middle grades by 
deepening students’ understanding of linear and exponential functions and developing fluency in writing 
and solving one-variable equations and inequalities. Students will interpret, analyze, compare, and 
contrast functions that are represented numerically, tabularly, graphically, and algebraically. 
Quantitative reasoning is a common thread throughout the course as students use algebra to represent 
quantities and the relationships among those quantities in a variety of ways. Standards of mathematical 
practice and process are embedded throughout the course, as students make sense of problem 
situations, solve novel problems, reason abstractly, and think critically.

WASHINGTON STATE HISTORY

This semester-long course examines major events in Washington history, culture, and government. 
Students investigate the geography of the state, the cultures of its earliest peoples, and the impact of 
the creation of the Washington Territory. Students then focus on the challenges of statehood, 
Washington’s role during the Progressive Era and wartime period, and modern developments in the 
state’s economy and culture. Finally, students explore Washington's state, local, and tribal 
governments to help promote civic literacy. Throughout the course, themes such as social history, the 
effects of migration, the principles of a democratic government, and the relationship between humans 
and their environment are examined to allow students to draw connections between the past and the 
present, across cultures in Washington, and among multiple perspectives. 


